
 
 

Law reform: reports, legislation, consideration 
 
The reform of laws criminalising abortion has been considered extensively and exhaustively in 

Australia, with three jurisdictions decriminalising in the last decade. All found in favour of 

reforming and decriminalisation.  

 

Below are links to the most relevant recent Parliamentary and law reform reports. 

 

It does not include Hansard or media reportage. 

 

Victoria 

 

Law of Abortion: Information paper 

 

Law of Abortion: Final report 

 

Abortion Law Reform Act 2008 

 

Abortion Law Reform Act Explanatory notes 

 

 

New South Wales 

 

Abortion law: a national perspective Briefing 

Paper No 2/2017 

 

Recent developments in abortion law  

 

 

Queensland 

 

Review of termination of Pregnancy Laws 

(Qld Law Reform Commission)  

 

Terms of reference 

 

Consultation Paper 

 

Report 76 

 

Termination of Pregnancy Bill 2018 

 

Explanatory Notes 

Northern Territory 

 

Explanatory Memorandum 

 

Termination of Pregnancy Law Reform Bill 

2017 

  

 

 

 

Tasmania 

 

Reproductive Health (Access to 

Terminations Act) 2013 

 

 

 

 

Federal 

 

Abortion Law in Australia: Research Paper 1 

 

Abortion 2017 and Beyond: The patchwork 

quilt of Australian abortion law 

 

https://www.lawreform.vic.gov.au/projects/abortion/law-abortion-information-paper
https://www.lawreform.vic.gov.au/projects/abortion/law-abortion-final-report-pdf
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubStatbook.nsf/f932b66241ecf1b7ca256e92000e23be/BB2C8223617EB6A8CA2574EA001C130A/$FILE/08-58a.pdf
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/bill_em/alrb2008219/alrb2008219.html
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/researchpapers/Documents/Abortion%20Law.pdf
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/researchpapers/Documents/Abortion%20Law.pdf
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/researchpapers/Documents/recent-developments-in-abortion-law/Abortion%20E%20Brief.pdf
https://www.qlrc.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/576166/qlrc-report-76-2018-final.pdf
https://www.qlrc.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/576166/qlrc-report-76-2018-final.pdf
https://www.qlrc.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/525142/20170619-termination-of-pregnancy-tor.pdf
https://www.qlrc.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/547165/qlrc-wp-no-76-2017.pdf
https://www.qlrc.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/576166/qlrc-report-76-2018-final.pdf
https://www.qlrc.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/579862/b18-0089-termination-of-pregnancy-bill-2018.pdf
https://www.qlrc.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/579863/ex-notes-termination-of-pregnancy-bill-2018.pdf
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nt/bill_es/toplrb2017373/es.html
https://legislation.nt.gov.au/en/Bills/Termination-of-Pregnancy-Law-Reform-Bill-2017
https://legislation.nt.gov.au/en/Bills/Termination-of-Pregnancy-Law-Reform-Bill-2017
http://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_act/rhtta2013435/
http://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/tas/consol_act/rhtta2013435/
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/rp9899/99rp01
https://az659834.vo.msecnd.net/eventsairaueprod/production-ashm-public/8ca19c82b2114eb3ad78223655828962
https://az659834.vo.msecnd.net/eventsairaueprod/production-ashm-public/8ca19c82b2114eb3ad78223655828962

